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LAW OFFICES
TucKk, GARRISON & MOORE

PROFESSIONAL LIMITED LIAR LITY COMPANY

" US EPA RECORDS CENTER REGION 5
403 S SUPERIQR STREET

PO BOX 66C

ROBERT C. TUCK ALElQN, MICHIGAN 43224-0660 TELEFAX (BI7) 829-8 118

MARK W. GARRISON TELEPHONE (S17) €20-55768

DAVID G. MOORE Decenmber 16, 1996

VIA FACSIMILE

Dr. Leah H. Evison
Remedial Project Manager
Mail Code HS-6J

U. S. EPA, Region V

"77 W. Jackson Boulevard
Chicago, Illinois 60604

Re: Greater Albion Alliarce 2000
Municipal Water Fact-Finding Committee
Albion-sSheridan Township Landfill

Dear Dr. Evison:

: Thank you for the status report concerning the Albion-
Sheridan Township Landfill site which you furnished us last month
at the request of Dr. Lawrence D. Taylor.

As you asked, I enclose a copy of the section of the final
draft of the report concernlng the landfill Superfund site. We
hope to complete the report in the next two or three days.
Should you take exception to this presentation, or have other
comment, please call as soon as possjble.

\I

W

avid’ G. Moore
DGM/nms
encl.
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parcel found small amounts of contamination The Michigan DEQ™ and the EPA agree that it is & qualified
candidute for “browvnfield” redevelopment.™

The lower parcel, the “Brooks Foundrey legoons,” has een nominated for the National Priorities
List ™ That would qualify it for remudial action and deanup in the federal Superfund program. The
shallow and Marshall sandstone aquifers are thought to be hrdrogeologically :ntecconnected in the area,
Thus the deep aquifer is susceptible to contamination from the site. The east branch of the Kalamazoo
River is immediately south of the site. It flows through an arcient drainage channel which was created by
glacial runoff in the Wiscobsin glacial age. Contaminants from the site have been measured in the nearby

nver.

3.35 The Sheridan-Albion Township Landfill Site.” A privately owned state-permitted, .
30-acre landfill served the City of Albion and the surrounding townshlps from June 1966 undl 1981, Itis
about a half-mile east of Brooks Foundry on E. Erie Road at the east county line. It was managed as a
‘“szmimry landfill,” to control rodents and other nuisances. There was relatively little other management of
materials and substances dumped there. After the landfill closed in 1981, a transfer stadon was operated on
a site immediarely to the north untl 1985. The site, one mile east of the city limits, is 1,000 feet west of
Amberton Village, a residentisl subdivision in Parma Township, and 1,200 feet north of the enst branch of
the Kalamazoo River, ltis )ess than 2 miles from the Clark Street well field

In the early 1970s the landfill recoived approval from the Michigan DNR to aceept studges desenbed
as insoluble hydroxides and carbonates. Tests in 1984 and 1986 showed that the sludges contained high
levels of chromium, cadmiurn, lead, nickel, chloride and cyanide. The deposits were estimated to be more
than 6 feet thick and to occupy as much as 6,000 cubic vards. In 1986, 40 drums were found at the site.
Many were leaking. They contained a varicty of potentially flammable volatile organic eompounds, oil and
grease wastes. )

1993, aited i Fairbanks memo..

™ Responsibility for Michigan environmental programs was shifted in 1995 from the Departroent of Natural Resources to e new
“Departinent of Envirenunental Quality” (DEQ). DEQ is u new “principal depurtment” erested adiministratively within the executive
branch. Its director serves at the plessure of the governor. Executive order No. 1995-18, July 31, 1995, effective Oatober 1, 1995

™ A hrownficld is an ebandoned industrial property where poteatial environmencal contarnination may be acting as an
impediment to future redevelopment activities Any redevelopment activities on such a parcel -nust inclnde investigation of the soil
underneath the building to determine if any contamination exists. Publc Azt No. 71 of 1975 ameaded the srate’s Natural
Resourcez and Environmental Protection Act (Chapter 324 of the Michigar Compiled Laws) with measures wimed nt “restoring the
economic value of sites of environmenral contamination.” A report to the lgrelature on thar effectiveness.is due before June 5,
1997, according to Scction 20112a of the law.

7 'The Comprehensive Environmentul Rosponse, Cornpensation, and Lishility Act (CERCLA), known as Superfund, was enacred
by Congress in 1980 to respond to herardous waste problems that may poss n threat to the environment. The Ul 8, Environrnental
Protection Agency (EPA) udministers the progrum. Remedial actions are tuker when extensive work is required to dlean up a site
Removal actions are begun in cases of imminent danger to the public and the enviroxmeat to bring a situation under control by
stubilizing or stopping the relouse of hozurdous substunces. The U. 8. EPA considers a variety of factors io chooging remedial or
ranaoval action. In Michigan a Superfund site remediation involves the EPA, th= Environenentol Responsc Division of the Michigan
Deparmment of Environsneatal Quality (MDEQ), the Michigan Department of Public Healih (MOPH), the Euvironmentd Health
Division of the Calhoun County Health Depariment, and numezous wnmﬂtilzw fircas end laborwtorivs under contrect with those
agencies. '

™ This section is based geaerally on two xeports prepazed by W W Enginscring und Scicnce for the U.S. EPA, Final Presumptive
Risk Assessment of the Sheridan-Albion Township Landfdl/Albior, Mickugan, and Final Remedial Investigation Report of the
Sheridan-Atbion Township Landfill/Albion, Michigar, both 1994, mnd op n memorandum to the committes, “Profect Update--
November 1996." fron Losh Evison, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Chicaga

T Albion Enerting Recorder. “Old City Waste Yard Closing This Evenieg.™ June 9, 1966

DRAFT
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The site was designated a Superfund site by the EPA in 1989, The Michigan DNR fenced part of
the site to limit public ancess.?® A remedial investigation was made in 1992 and 1993.% Exploratory
excavations and 31 monitoring wells were used to assess the natuve and scope of hazardous materials. A
plume of contarninants was found, moving slewly to the southwest from the site in the shallow acpuifer, and
extending about 600 feet horizonially. It contrined nunerous organic snd inorgenic contaminants at low
levels. Those included, in one well, arsenic tu excess of primsry contaminant standards.  Arsenic ocours
naturelly in the Marshall sandstone. In this case, acidic leachates from the landfill released it from chemical
bonds in the rock and permitted it 1o migrate in ground water, _

Meanwhile, the EPA was trying to identify the parties responsible {or the contaminaton and
deanup. Although the landfill served the city and surroundirg townships, und most residents, businesses
snd industries in the arce sre preswncd to have sent matenials to it, the EPA has identified few “potendally

. responsible parties,” In October 1995 the EPA issued a “unilateral administrative order” to Cooper
’mﬁ%ﬁ, Inc., Decker Manufacturing Corp. and the City of Albion. Tt required them to design

AN . ; . ke .
\& M~ and carry out a cleanup of the size. ong them, only the City of Albion has said it does not intend to
@W comply. % iﬁW\ﬁfﬁr Tﬁi‘écﬁfﬂ@l}%e Congultants, Livornia, to design the deanup and
2o

)
N
;J '\\K construction plan. “Pre-design” studies were done in late summer 1 996.% The schedule calls for . K\,
preliminacy design work Wwd n Yenuary 1997 and for the final design to be approved in {palfea<e
v 1997, Work is to begin‘ifishaie’ 1997, and completion is scheduied {or carly 1998, The cleanup plan, on
“\7~ which the design will be based, wes selected by EPA in 1995.™ Tt calls for the removal of ebout 200 drums
of waste still in the east-cenrral part of the landhill. The site will be graded and some material may be moved
in from the edges to consolidate the waste. The entire site will then be covered with 12 inches of sand to aid
in gas collection. That will be rovered with a flexible mernbyrane liner to stop infiltration of warer into the
waste. The liner in turn will be covered with 18 inches of sail, six inches of sand for drainage, and six inches
of topsoil. The ares will then be planted to native species.®®> Gases generated by decompoesing waste will be
collected and vented.® The cleanup plan also calls for moniicring of groundwater. Residential wells close to

* Signs sate, “Warning/Keep Oui/Ares Conturninuced with Industrial ChemjealsiU.3. Environmental Protection Agency.” Tall
free telephone numbers for information are provided. .

" W'W Enginecring and Science, Final lNemedial Investigation Report of the Albion-Sheridan Tewnship Landfili/Atbion,
Michigan. Prepared for 1J.S. EPA. Chicego, 1994 (two volurnes).

* For a nunber of years of the landfill's operation. the City of Albion contracted for its availability s a municipal waste site, and
there is a disputa now between the city and EPA as to whether the city was “operator” of the site.

* Including the iustallution of more monitoring wells (two of which ure: readily visible between E. Erie Road and the Conrail
inainline fust west of the site) collecting groundwater samples, identifying the bounduries of the wuste, evaluadng gas emissions, end
studying revegetation optiong A detoiled roport is to be published in December 1996, o

® In renching the decision, EPA held publicinformation mectings und mecepted comment on 1te proporsils, which were
sutnmarized in- Proposed Plan/Albion-Shericdan Township Landfill Supe-fund Site, EPA, Chicago, 1994. The plan was introduced
at-the beginning of the comment period at a public meeting st the Albion Public Library October 5, 1994, See Record of

Dexision, EPA, 1995_, a copy of which ig available ut the library. W

¥ Proliminary work included a study of revegetation vptions. 1t was concluded that the benefits of using native species
(improving soil quality, reduced erosion, enhancement of native plant communities, preservation of native plant gene pools and less
need for herbicides and tuowicg) outweigh the lanriniijal cost of planting yress. Evison memo.

_ * Computer wodeling was used to predict the vohume of gas Likely to be gencrated, and to evaluate the risk to those living in the
nrea, It wos dotermined that the gases will mieet wir standards withoot treanment. Evison memo.
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the landfill site®” and the Amberton Village wells will be tested quarterly.®® Other wells will be testad
annually. The plan requires that cither recorded restrictions or local ordinances be used to prohibit the
drilling of new wells close to the landfill. If the area of arsericcomaminated groundwater does not decrease
in five years, weatment will be required. '

3.3.6 The Cooper Strect-Dean Drive (Mcintosh Park) Waste Yard Site. The city opened a
waste yard on the northwest side of town about 1952. It wes closed June 9, 1966, because it was filled 10
capacity.®® Mclntosh Park was built over the center of the sitz; neighborhoods on Dean Drive and Hoaglin
Drive roughly define the perimeter. The site is about a mile from the Brovmswood wellfield. A monitoring
well was installed in 1992 in connection with the Brownswood wellfield study.™ The well log noted
particles of grayish-hrown broken glass and occasional pieces of rubber aned metal at depths between 5 feet
and 17 feet.”! Analysis of a sample from the well showed very small amounts of three organic compounds
above the detection liraie.™ The Michigan DEQ recently requested monitoring data from the aty.

3.3.7 The Harrington Sciool Dump Site. The city dump before 1952 was east of Clark
Street and north of E. Erie Road Harrington Elementary Schiool (opened 1957) was built on the site, which
is less than a mile from the Clark Smreet well field The Albion Publie Schools later comstracted a bus
perking lot end servicing area ar the southeast corner of the site. In carly August 1991, a 12,000-gallon '
gasoline tank and a 6,000-gullon diesel fuel tank were removed because they were leaking.” After extensive
excavation of contaminated soil, which included digging bereath E. Erie Road, the site was backfilled in
mid-October 1991,

3.3.8 Old Diump at W, Erie Road and 25% Mile Road. The committee hag consistently
heard reports from long-time residents of a refuse dump in use decades ago--pozsibly after the Harrington
School site™ and before the Mclutosh site™--just east of 25% Mile Road, and north of W. Erie Road. No

documented evidence about the dump hes been found.

8.8.9 The Hayes-Albion Corp. Site. A louking underground storage tank site on the

_ ¥ “[NJo citorelated contaminants were detected i eny residential welis during previous sampling.” Evison meo.

" [n 1991, rav wells i the nesrby Aqiberton Village subdivision, whitd: draw water from the Marshall sandstone, had shown no
detectable contaminonts, Thowe wells arc casced to a depth of 95 feet. A gaort distance to the west, in the Orchard Knoll ares, tao
wells bad been found contaminated with dichlurosthanc und trichloroethare. Michigan Depaciment of Nuturad Resourees.
Michigan Sites of Erwironmental Contamination/Priority Lists/Aot 307, February 1990 for Fiscal Year 1991, Both souroe of
contaminntion and point of teletwe wixe listod us *unknown.” In. 1991 and 1992, the City of Albion extended water mains east 1o
provide service to eight residences and a church in the affected arem, on E Michigan Avenne and Occhard Knoll in Shapidan
Township, ull at statc expense 1992 Fater Department Annual Report. . 46.

# Recorder, Junc 9, 1966.

* Section 3.2.5.1.

* Hull & Associates, 1993, Appendix A, log of well No, RW-5.

# 1.55 micrograms/l of vinyl chloride; 7.36 micrograne/{ of tetracklorcerhene, and 2.39 micrograms!/{ of cis 1,2-Dichcloroethene,

® Albion Recorder. “School Boaed appoints Dobbert superintendent ™ Sept. 4, 1991, p. 1.

™ See Section 3.3.7.

* See Section 3.3.6.
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